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OPINIONS & COMMENTARY

History Review Tomb Guard

Many thanks to fellow US The
Coast Guardsman, Ron Willis ,
for his wonderful reminder of Veterans
our national history at Arling- | Corner
ton National Cemetery in Vir- Seatt
ginia, Tomb of the Unknown | Drammond
Soldier Guards (Sentinels). USCG Veteran

How many steps does the
Sentinel take during his walk
across the tomb and why? Twenty-one as per our 21 gun salute,
the highest honor. How long does he hesitate after his ninety
degree turn, first to the East, then North, beginning his return
to repeat the process? Twenty-one seconds between each ma-
neuver and for the same reason as before. His gloves are wet,
why? So he will not lose his grip on the rifle. Which shoulder
is his rifle carried on? At each perfectly executed maneuver
his rifle shall be carried on his outside shoulder, away from the
tomb as the sentinel is standing guard between the tomb and
any threat.

Members of the Old Guard must apply for the position.
If chosen, the applicant goes through an intense training pe-
riod, in which they must pass tests on weapons, ceremonial
steps, cadence, military bearing, uniform preparation, and
orders. Although military members are known for their neat
uniforms, it’s said that the Tomb Guards have the highest stan-
dards of them all. A knowledge test quizzes applicants on their
memorization—including punctuation—of 35 pages on the
history of the Tomb. Once they’re selected, Guards “walk the
mat” in front of the Tomb for anywhere from 30 minutes to
two hours, depending on the time of year and time of day. They
work in 24-hour shifts, however, and when they aren’t walking
the mat, they’re in the living quarters beneath it. This gives the
sentinels time to complete training and prepare their uniforms,
which can take up to eight hours.

The Tomb Guard badge is the least awarded badge in the
Army, and the second least awarded badge in the overall mili-
tary. (The first is the astronaut badge.) Tomb Guards are held
to the highest standards of behavior, and can have their badge
taken away for any action on or off duty that could bring disre-
spect to the Tomb. And that’s for the entire lifetime of the Tomb
Guard, even well after his or her guarding duty is over. For
the record, it seems that Tomb Guards are rarely female —only
three women have held the post. The tomb is guarded by these
very special men 24 hours a day, 365 days a year no regard to
weather! For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb he
must be between 5° 10" and 6’ 2’ tall and waist cannot exceed
30”. They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live
in a barracks under the tomb, they cannot disgrace the uniform
or the tomb in any way. After two years, the guard is given a
wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as
guard of the tomb. There are only 400 presently worn.

May God bless all those who guard our nation and Amer-

icans! Semper Paratus

Letters to The Editor

Kids vs. Pigs

Dear Editor,

While Mr. Holmes’ recent response sharing a history les-
son and primer on guns may have made some sense, it is not a
relevant argument today. Our brilliant forefathers never imagined
the arsenals available to every American, sane or not. That was
when life was more physically challenging and the new country
and government very wobbly. Today we witness the unintended
consequences of inadequate gun safety. The safeguards put in
place failed; people failed to do their jobs and stop Mr. Cruz.
Who will be the next killer to “slip through the cracks”? If bu-
reaucracies made up of people fail and privacy laws make it dif-
ficult to arrest persons of interest, shouldn’t we take more steps
to make it more difficult for someone to own or have access to
guns and/or rifles?

Times have changed and, therefore, so must our rules. We
didn’t have stop signs during the horse and buggy era; now we do
as accidents with cars can be deadly. It isn’t hard to drive a car or
shoot a gun, but having the judgement to use either responsibly is
why there are age requirements and laws.

If people were more thoughtful, considerate and well-bal-
anced, rules wouldn’t be needed. Our complicated, highly tech-
nological society needs laws, rules, and guidelines that are able
to be amended to address the speed of change. Who envisioned
that FaceBook would be a tool for corruption, invasion and mind
control by foreign governments? Innocent people are vulnerable
to scams on the Net; however, the legal system struggles with the
First Amendment and privacy rights to figure out how to let FB
and other sites operate freely.

But the physical damage by automatic rifles, guns and ac-
cessories that convert guns to tools of mass destruction needs to

Wildfire Community Preparedness Day

National Wildfire Com-
munity Preparedness Day -
May 5, 2018

March and April are our
spring wildfire months up here
in North Georgia. Most of my
articles are about wildfire pre-
paredness in our communities
and are intended to make you aware of the wildfire risks all
around us and the small things that you can do to prevent one
of these life changing events in your backyard. When condi-
tions are right, it only takes one match or a small spark to start
an out-of-control fire that can’t be stopped before it destroys
things that can’t be replaced! Even though we have had only
one major wildfire (Fall 2016) since 2008 in our area and no
loss of life or homes, history is not on our side and eventually
a wildfire will strike, and it won’t be pretty. Imagine what
this area would look like with all these scenic mountains were
charred and the views turned black. Who would want to visit
or live or visit here after that? Our wildfire education programs
are working because it was reported recently that a couple of
our adjacent north Georgia counties had 134 wildfires (no Fire-
wise) in the past 3 years and Towns has had only 9. The trend
is holding true this year also! Might be luck, but we’ll let our
Firewise programs take the credit for educating you as to the
dangers all around us and you have taken measures to lessen
your risks. The wildfire that we can have one day might not
be as spectacular as the destructive fires out west, but if it is
just your house or my house it is a tragedy just the same. The
most dangerous months for wildfires up here in the mountains
historically are November, March, and April, but we can’t let
our guard down the rest of the year because wildfires don’t
know which month it is and can happen at any time when the
conditions are right. Wildfire education is a never ending, year
round process. Join communities throughout the U.S. on Sat-
urday, May 5, 2018 as the National Fire Protection Association
launches its fourth national Wildfire Community Prepared-
ness Day! Dedicate a couple of hours for risk reduction, or
the entire day, and watch as your actions positively contribute
to reducing your community’s wildfire risk. Challenge your
friends, your family, relatives, or youth organization to devel-
op a project and join others throughout the nation in making
big changes for community safety. Your efforts will help raise
wildfire awareness, promote collaboration and bring neigh-
bors together to work on projects that can help protect homes,
neighborhoods and entire communities from future wildfire
risk or current post-fire impacts. The Towns County Citizens
Firewise Coalition has plans for an event on the square on May
5th so come out and participate and see what these citizens are
planning to help make your community and home safer from
an out-of-control wildfire. There will be all sorts of activities
and food on the square in Hiawassee that day, with Smokey
over-seeing the activities. Another of our events that day will

Executive
Director

Listening

On that flap between .
Joy Behar and Vice President | All Things 1
Pence...when she implied he New
could be mentally ill because
God speaks to him. After all WW
she is a comedienne, but this at- 7 /
tempt at shock humor bombed.

She did apologize later to her
credit.

The reason the joke didn’t work is because Christians
actually do expect people to hear from God. But what we ex-
perience is nothing like Behar’s implication that we hear de-
lusional voices.

Henry Blackaby wrote, “When God speaks, it is to reveal
something about Himself, His purposes, or His ways. God’s
revelations are designed to bring you into a love relationship
with Him.” Christianity is a relationship with God, and com-
municating is normal in a relationship. Jesus said, “He who is
of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear
them, because you are not of God” (John 8:47).

Years ago, I experienced some folks confused on hear-
ing God speak. During a Bible study, several older Christians
agreed that they had never heard God speak to them. As their
pastor I was incredulous, since they each had heard thousands
of sermons, experienced the wonders of nature, read their Bi-
bles regularly, and prayed routinely. But they had not consid-
ered ways they hear God other than an audible voice.

So if not by audible voices in your head, how do you
hear from God? Suppose you read in the Bible, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself” (Mat. 22:39). You realize you
have neglected a needy neighbor or mistreated someone, and
your conscience prompts you to act or apologize. You just
heard from God. God speaks through His Word.

He also speaks through creation. “Since the creation of
the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what
has been made” (Rom. 1:20). The Creator speaks through the
beauty of the world and the complexities of life.

Jesus sent his Holy Spirit to his followers. “He will
guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own
initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak...He will take
of Mine and will disclose it to you” (John 16:13-14). How do
you recognize the Holy Spirit? It’s surely Him if it moves you
to understand and act on His written Word, love people, and
reject sin. On other matters, consider what Jesus said. “My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me,”
Jesus said (John 10:27).

God can speak to you through the Bible, creation, the
Holy Spirit, and also through prayer, circumstances, and other
believers. The point is not so much how He speaks, but that He
does. That raises our expectations and demands our response.
There’s no question God has spoken to you. The question is if
you are listening.

be at Camp Rainey Mountain
in Rabun County where we
will have a wildfire prepared-
ness day for 1200 Cub Scouts
and their parents. Smokey
will also be there visiting with
the young scouts and giving
them tips on how to prevent
a wildfire. Plans are to have 5
stations around the lake, each
with experts talking about var-
ious forestry subjects for the
scouts to learn about forestry
and fire. A highlight for the

day will be a demonstration
of aerial fire-fighting tech-
niques by the Georgia Forest-
ry Commission’s 2 new SEAT
(Single-Engine-Air-Tanker)
aircraft. The SEATSs are Ag-
ricultural spraying airplanes

with a 500-gallon water tank
installed for making water
drops on wildfires. We will
have “Air Smokey”, a control
aircraft circling over-head di-
recting the air drops just like
in a real fire situation. There
will be radio traffic between

"Officer, I was just about to call you!
That driver in front of me was using her cell phone!”

the aircraft broadcast over
speakers for the audience to hear. The SEATs will make water
drops over the lake which will be an exciting event for every-
body there. I still remember watching one in1971 during my
senior trip in Moncks Corner, SC. Some things you just won’t
forget and maybe the fire message they hear that day will stick
with them also. If we can train our youth about wildfire, then
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